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K1: Who may be eligible for MTAG?  

• Non-residents. 

• Millionaires.

• Max Pell recipients. 

• People who don’t complete the FAFSA.



K2: I have a 21 ACT and 2.4 GPA.  
What state aid can I get? 

• Nothing, you don’t qualify. 

• MTAG.

• MESG.

• HELP.



K3: I did the MAAPP in February, but Mom 
hasn’t finished the FAFSA. It’s April 15.  Did 

I miss the HELP deadline? 

• Yes, I’m so sorry. 

• No, you still have a little time.



Primary Undergraduate Grants
Need: HELP – Higher Education Legislative Plan Grant 

Requirements: MS Resident; FAFSA (Pell-eligible); Income; 
20 ACT; 2.5 GPA; HELP Core Curriculum; Full-time

Award: Full tuition for 4 years 

Residency: MTAG – Mississippi Tuition Assistance Grant
Requirements: MS Resident; NOT max Pell; 15 ACT; 2.5 GPA; 
Full-time

Award: F/S $500; J/S $1,000; 4 years

Merit: MESG – Mississippi Eminent Scholars Grant
Requirements: MS Resident; 29 ACT; 3.5 GPA; Full-time

Award: $2,500 for 4 years

www.msfinancialaid.org



Other Undergraduate Grants
FAITH – Fostering Access and Inspiring True Hope 
Scholarship 

Requirements: MS Resident; FAFSA; Under Age 25; Meet 1 of 3 
Foster Youth Definitions; Maintain SAP and 2.0 GPA; Half-time
Award: Up to COA for 5 years  

LAW – MS Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters 
Scholarship

Requirements: MS Residency: Child (under age 23) or Spouse 
of Deceased/Disabled Officer or Firefighter; Maintain 2.5 GPA; 
Full-time
Award: Full tuition and housing; 4 years

NISS – Nissan Scholarship

www.msfinancialaid.org



Other Programs
Graduate Loans:

CNDT – Critical Needs Dyslexia Therapy Forgivable Loan

SLPL – Speech-Language Pathologist Forgivable Loan

SREB – SREB Regional Contract Forgivable Loan –
Optometry

Loan Repayment: 
NULR – Nurse Retention Loan Repayment (licensed nurses)

WRTR – Winter-Reed Teacher Loan Repayment (licensed 
teachers)

www.msfinancialaid.org



Budget News
FY 2026 Appropriation

FY 2026 Budget

Changes Impacting Budget



K4: How much is the state aid budget 
in 25-26? 

• $53 Million

• $58 Million

• $62 Million

• $65 Million



FY 2026 SFA Appropriation
Source Amount

SFA Appropriation: SB 2008 (1st ES)

General Funds $ 47,255,243

FY24 & FY 25 General Funds Carryover $   6,550,322

New EEF (FAITH & WRTR) $   3,000,000

Special Funds-Collections/Investments $   1,433,515

Reappropriated FY 25 Special Funds $      250,000

Subtotal $ 58,489,080

Coronavirus Relief Funds for NULR $   3,440,139

TOTAL $ 61,929,219



FY 2026 Budget
Allocation Awards Amount 

Total Administration $      1,576,740 

MTAG 17,017 $      9,954,945 

MESG 3,844 $      8,772,008 

HELP 4,301 $    32,150,860 

Total Grants 25,162 $    50,877,813 

Total Forgivable Loans & WRTR 467 $       2,321,440 

Total Other Programs 289 $       3,713,087 

Subtotal SFA 25,918 $     58,489,080 

NULR 333 $       3,440,139 

TOTAL BUDGET 26,251 $     61,929,219



K5: What is the expected income threshold 
for HELP in 25-26 (numbers)? 

• $42,500



HELP 
Income 

Threshold 
Changes

$42,500 Income Threshold in Code

Threshold Capped at $39,500 in 
Appropriation Bills

Threshold Cap Removed in FY 2026 
Appropriation Bill

Change Expected to Increase 
Awards $2.5M for 350 Recipients



K6: How many credit hours does a student 
have to take each semester to keep state 

aid?
• 9. 

• 12.

• 15.

• 18.



Full-Time Enrollment Changes
• Undergraduate Grants Requiring Full-Time Enrollment: 

• MTAG

• MESG

• HELP

• LAW

• NISS

• Full-Time Enrollment Definition for State Aid:

• 15 Credit Hours per Term (since 2016-17)

• 12 Credit Hours per Term (beginning 2025-26)

• Expected increase of $2.5M for 3,800 students 



MAAPP Changes

New MAAPP Landing Page

New SSN Check

Institutional ID Field

Updated Metrics on Dashboard

“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH

Dependency Status Verification



New MAAPP Landing Page



New SSN Check



K7: What new field was added to SFA 
reports and MAAPP?

• Institutional ID



Institutional ID Field

• Institutional ID field added to all SFA reports: Grade, 
Enrollment, Award, Disbursement

• Institution provides ID in designated field on SFA reports

• ID is stored in Oracle

• When provided by institution, ID appears on all future SFA 
reports and in MAAPP

• Searchable in MAAPP



Institutional ID Field



New Metrics on Dashboard



“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH



“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH



“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH



“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH



“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH



“Not Enrolled” Checkbox for FAITH



K8: What should you do if you get a 
Dependency Status Verification 

request in MAAPP? 

• A. Pull the student for verification.

• B. Provide the student’s dependency status to SFA. 

• Both A and B

• Neither A nor B



Dependency Status Verification



Dependency Status Verification



Dependency Status Verification



Dependency Status Verification



Policy Reminders
General Policies

Residency Documents
When to Return Funds
Returning MTAG Funds

ACT Scores and Superscores
Issues for Appeal

Balancing and Certification Statements



K9: Kari spent 4 yrs of high school in MS 
but her parents moved to AL after 

graduation. Kari is eligible for MTAG.
• True

• False



K10: SFA will calculate cumulative 
GPAs to add summer grades.

• True

• False



General Policies
• Full-time, continuous enrollment

• 12 earned hours = full-time for state aid

• State follows federal guidelines for dependency status

• Residency for state aid is NOT the same as residency for tuition

• State accepts grades/GPA reported by school ONLY



K11: A student doesn't want to do the 
FAFSA. What other residency documents 

can they submit instead?
• Homestead Exemption 

• Light Bill

• State Tax Return

• Vehicle Registration



Residency Documents (2 Required)

Preferred

• FAFSA

• MS Driver’s License

Accepted

• State Income Tax Returns

• Homestead Exemption

• Voter Registration

• Vehicle Registration



When to Return Funds
• If the student withdraws or drops to below full-time status 

before state financial aid funds are disbursed to the student

• “Disbursed”: 
• When the institution makes the funds unconditionally available 

to the student
• If the institution uses its own funds to advance payment of the 

funds
• In no case are funds considered to be disbursed to the student 

before the Office receives verification of enrollment.



Returning MTAG Funds

• Max Pell recipients cannot receive MTAG.

• Partial Pell recipients CAN receive MTAG, BUT… 

• An MTAG award cannot exceed a student’s Pell award. 

• IF MTAG exceeds an individual’s Pell award, reduce MTAG to equal the 
Pell award, and  return the overage.    

• IF MTAG puts the student’s total package over COA, reduce MTAG so 
the package does not exceed COA, and return the overage. 



K12: My Superscore went down without 
Science. Will the state aid office 

recalculate it to add in my old Science 
score? 

• No, because they require “official” scores.

• Yes, but only this year.



ACT Scores & Superscores
• Only “official” ACT scores accepted

• Sources: 
• Directly from ACT via batch file or Encoura

• ACT Score Report

• High School Counselor – Counselor entrusted to record from official 
source; counselor should not calculate Superscores

• Superscores accepted:
• Old EMRS Superscore – tests taken before April/September 2025

• New EMR Superscore – tests taken after April/September 2025



K13: SFA will consider appeals for 
which of the following? 

• Continuous, full-time enrollment

• SAP

• Deadline Dates

• Grades



Issues for Appeal
• Continuous or full-time enrollment

• Near-degree
• Exceptions considered for one term only
• No appeal will be accepted and no aid will be disbursed for any semester 

carrying less than 6 hours 

• Personal Event
• Serious medical problem, illness, accident, injury, divorce, abuse, death of an 

immediate family member, or military service

• Internship
• Must be required and/or lead to earned credit

• SAP - Will follow institution

• Will NOT hear appeals related to deadline dates, residency, GPA, 
or ACT scores 



Balancing & Certification

Refund Roster

Balancing Certification Statements WITH 
Refunds



Institutional Resources
Webpage for Institutions

Policies and Procedures Manual

MAAPP

SFA Contacts



K14: Which section of the P&P 
contains the General Administration 

rules? 

• Section 601

• Section 603

• Section 605

• Section 607



Institutional Resources
• Information for Institutional Financial Aid 

Administrators: 
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info/

•Policies and Procedures Manual: 
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-
and-procedures-manual/
• Part 605 – General Administration Rules and Regulations

•MAAPP: https://maapp.msfinancialaid.org/#/account/login

• SFA Office Contacts: 
• Beverly Jackson – bjackson@mississippi.edu
• Brandon Johnson - bjohnson@mississippi.edu

https://www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info/
https://www.msfinancialaid.org/reports-policies/policies-and-procedures-manual/
https://maapp.msfinancialaid.org/#/account/login
mailto:bjackson@mississippi.edu
mailto:bjohnson@mississippi.edu


Webpage for Institutions

From the SFA Homepage www.msfinancialaid.org/institutional-info/



Policies & Procedures Manual



Policies & Procedures Manual



Policies & Procedures Manual



2026 Legislative Requests

MS Workforce Promise

Eliminate HELP Core Requirement

Sunset Inactive Loan Programs



K15: If you have a state aid question, 
who should you email first? 

• Jennifer

• Brandon

• Beverly

• sfa@mississippi.edu



Contact Information
Brandon Johnson

Phone: (601) 432-6589

Email: bjohnson@mississippi.edu

Toll-free: (800) 327-2980
Web: www.msfinancialaid.org


