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National College o R T

Att a i n m e nt 69.2°% 89.1% 68.4% 67.9% 66.8%
N k Est. FAFSA
etwo r Rank E,TF:I:;E;;
State FAFSA Comgletion Ranking Seniors
as of September 2, 202 Mississippi 1 69.2%
MNew Jersey 2 69.1%
Tennessee 3 68.4%
linois 4 67.5%
Texas 5 66.8%
Mew York 6 65.0%
California 7 64.4%
Massachusetts 8 62.4%
Delaware 9 59.9%
Kentuc 10 59.9%
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One Big Beautiful Bill

* Assets update: Small businesses, family farms, and commercial fisheries all
exempt unless have 100 employees or more

* Foreign income will now be included in AGI and a part of the Pell grant
eligibility

* New workforce Pell Grant- but in negotiated rule making

* No Pell grant for a student whose SAIl equal to or greater than twice the
maximum Pell Grant award amount for the award year. For the 2026-27
award year, this threshold is $14,790.

* No Pell grant for students with full rides (athletes)

« GRAD PLUS loan has ended and Parent PLUS is limited- but in nhegotiated
rule making




2026-27 FAFSA
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FAFSA

It is only an application- the colleges award the $
Types of Federal Student Aid:

Pell Grant ($7,395/year for 25-26)

Work-Study

FSEOG (grant)

Direct Loans
Some colleges or private scholarships may
require the FAFSA as a part of eligibility
Student Aid Index (SAIl) is the unit that is used to
determine if the student has “financial need”
Uses 2024 tax information
As of mid-October estimate around 2,000,000
have been completed




Still the Same .:m.:uﬁ.

? F F Which parent provided
Are ents
2 6 -2 A S A y p h other nor? D y F parents more financial support
e together n the last 12 months?

Contributors

« FAFSA s a “role-based” experience
 Possible contributor roles:

Student

Parent

Parent Spouse

Student Spouse

« The FAFSA is not complete until all contributors submit their sections
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Before a FAFSA is Started

EE An official website of the United States government. Help Center FAFSA Form English | Espariol

Federal Student Aid

FAFSA® Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v Q Log In | Create Account

®
~"
form

2026-27 FAFSA® Form Now Available!

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to apply for financial aid for ¢
college, career school, or graduate school.

¥
N ew FA FSA I din d 11 g Start a 2026-27 Edita 2026-27 Accept an Invitation for a $ FA
FAFSA® Form FAFSA® Form 2026-27 FAFSA® Form A
p a ge W ‘ Edit Existing Forms ‘ ‘ Accept an Invitation °

Need the 2025-26 FAFSA® Form?

Start New Form | Edit Existing Forms or Accept an Invitation

Check FAFSA® Deadlines for the State You Live in School Year State of Residence

Some states and schools use information from the FAFSA® form to

determine your eligibility for their grants, scholarships, and loans. Check

View All FAFSA Deadlines
your state’s deadlines here!

Missing a state deadline doesn't impact your eligibility for federal student

aid, so fill out your FAFSA form even if your state deadline has passed.
) Hil Need help?




Before the FAFSA is Started

FSAID studentaid.gov account

 FSAID is now referred to as studentaid.gov account

* NO LONGER DO NEW ACCOUNTS NEED TO WAIT 3 DAYS TO
LOG INT Now, there is immediate Social Security Administration
verification

» Parents without SSN still need studentaid.gov account, still not a
process for manual identity verification




Studentaid.gov Account Changes
Coming

FSA goals with the changes:

 Make account creation faster by reducing the required steps & error rates, so users can access tasks
like the FAFSA more quickly. Currently, it takes over 10 minutes on average to create an account.

e Reduce abandonment within the flow by front-loading the most critical steps. Currently, 12% of users
who reach the final two-step verification page abandon the flow before their account is created.

 Reduce call volumes related to account creation. There are an estimated 8,000 calls per month
regarding account creation.

Changes coming:
 Reduced the number of required fields from 23 to 12. This includes removing challenge questions, the
backup code copy confirmation, and duplicate entry fields.
* Streamlined steps & copy, shrinking flow from 8 to 6 pages
* Verify email & phone number right after they are entered, instead of at the end of the flow
 Moved language preference to the start of the flow. Currently, if you switch to Spanish (on step 4), you
are forced to restart the flow in Spanish. 2




Personal Circumstances
FAFSA® 35"25—27 < Student Raya Tran




Personal Circumstances

* The word “legal” was removed from the State of Residence question
* The parent wizard in the FAFSA is gone. Now, there is a hyperlink in the
FAFSA to a page on FSA website with the interactive tool.
* This is something you can give your juniors in the spring semester and
seniors NOW, before the FAFSA completion event at your school, to
determine which parent is a contributor on the form




Who is My Parent for the FAFSA Tool

 New web page on studentaid.gov

 Interactive flow chart tool to guide students on determining who
should be invited as a contributor to their FAFSA

« Make sure students read all the bullets on the page for more details

» https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents



https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

FederalStude n!:“A[q FAFSA® Form v Loans and Grants v

An QFFICE of the V.5, DEFARTMENT

Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v Log In | Create Account O\

b |

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA®
form?

A student may need to ask their parent(s) to provide
information on their FAFSA form based on the student’s
dependency status.

This tool helps determine which parent(s) should participate in
a student’s FAFSA form.

“) Start Over

The Student's Legal Parent(s):

@0 Qe
;D Example 1 OB Example 2

Are Example 1 and Example 2 married to each other (not separated)?

() Yes ) No




€ Start Over
[he Student's Legal Parent(s)
=% Example %: Example
The Student's FAFSA® Parents

Are Example and Example married to each other (not separated)?

@ O Example is a parent on the FAFSA”® O @ Example’s spouse’s information is
‘ O) Yes ‘ @ No ‘ Mo om. CO®  needed on the FAFSA® form.
® [he student will need to invite only Example to the FAFSA form.
Do Example and Example live together? e Example should report their current marital status as married or remarried,
e |f bxample filed taxes jointly with their spouse, only Example is required as a contributor. Example will report
O Yes @ No their own information and their spouse’s information.

® |f Example and their spouse did not file taxes jointly, then both the parent and spouse are contributors on the
FAFSA form. Example will be prompted to invite their spouse. Example’s and their spouse’s individual

information, t and |, and signat ill be ired.
Which parent has provided more financial support for the student over the past 12 months? IS LR L L s s e

e Example (and their spouse if identified as a contributor) needs their own FSA |D (account username and

If both parents provided an exact equal amount of financial support or if neither supports the student financially,
d ’ d ! I o ¥ w b } password) to fill out their portion of the student's FAFSA form.

select the parent with the greater income and assets.

Information Meeded for an Invitation
() Example @ Example

Can a parent start a FAFSA form for the student? ~

Did Example remarry?

‘@TEE “{:}Nu




D
emographics

924¢



Demographics
FAFSAEJ 33125-2? < Student Raya Tran

—&—0—9© D 5 o

Persona Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

» (Gender question change: "What is the student’s sex? Male, Female”
removed “non-binary and prefer not to answer”

« Stand alone Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin question removed

* Race and Ethnicity are no longer separate questions, now are combined into
one
 aligns to the census categories
* “Hispanic or Latino” and “Middle Eastern or North African” categories

added to the combined question




®
FAFSA EBHZB—Z? & Student Raya Tran

—&—0—9© © 5 o

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Demographic Information

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not
» affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
* be used in any aid calculations, or
¢ Dbe shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student’s sex?

() Male

() Female

Previous

Q4AC




"
Form -
FAFSA 2026-27 = StudentRayaTran

v 0—© 4 © L6

Personal Demographics Financials Collepes Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Race and Ethnicity

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not
s affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
= Dbe used in any aid calculations. or
= De shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What Is the student's race and/or ethnicity?
Select all thar apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

|| American Indian or Alaska Native

| Black or African American

| Hispanic or Latino

| | Middle Eastern or North African

| | Mative Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

|| White

| | Prefer not to answer

Q4C




Contributor Invite
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Contributor Invite

(New section)

®
FAFSA EJEIHEE—E? ® Student Raya Tran

-0 0—060—90

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

 Now it is its own section on the form
 Completely NEW process to invite contributors that is EXTREMELY

simplified. Only need AN email address




Last Year:

@ Parent

First Name

Last Name

Date of Birth
Month Day

Social Security Number (SSN)

‘ Hide

|| My parent doesn’t have an SSN. Che
have an SSN may delay processing o

when your parent does
A form.

Email Address

Confirm Email Address

Send Invite ‘




This Year:
— v & v O— 6 )

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Invite Your Parent to This FAFSA® Form

To determine your student aid eligibility, we need more information on your household financial
situation. You'll need to invite a contributor to provide this information.

As a dependent student, you need to invite a legal parent as a contributor. You only need to invite one
parent. We may ask them to invite their spouse or partner.

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

=S Parent

Invite a Parent Contributor

Email

<] Send Invite

o Q2C
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FAI:SA 2026-27 % SudertRaya Tan

O © O O O— 0

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Parent Contributor

Once your parent accepts the invitation, they can complete the parent section of this FAFSA form.

You can check the status of contributor invitations from the “My Activity” page.

an > Parent

e@e.com

B invite Sent

Other ways to send the Invite ~

Copy and Send the Invite Link (&
www fafsa.gov/invite/ 7BR4U7T [ Copy Link

You can also have them go to www fafsa gov/invite and enter
code:

7BR4UTT

Cancel Invite

Previous




Parent Contributor
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Parent Section

 Now have a code unique to them to use to accept their invite to contribute
o Code can be retrieved from: email, student’'s FAFSA, student’s
studentaid.gov “My Activities”, parent’s studentaid.gov “My Activities”,
FAFSA log in page request
* |F a second parent needs to contribute (filed taxes separately or unmarried
living together) then parent 1 invites them to contribute; they have their own
uniqgue code
 Number in college is pre-populated with 1 and can be updated




L. 5. Department of Educafion notary 3t 1:00 PM
To: Tran, Aldna

FederalStudent Aid

Complete Your Section of

Raya’s FAFSA Form

Alcina,

Raya T. started their Fres Application for Fedearal Student Alid (FAFSA) and added youw as
a contributor. Raya won't be eligible tor federal student aid withowt your input.

Login or creates an account on StedentAid.gow:

Accept Invitation

Pronvida this coda when promptad:

TBRAUTT

0 Why You Were Invited

We need some inforation from you to determine what aid Raya is eligibla for. Baing a
contributor doesn't maan you are financially responsible for Haya's aducation costs.

Tha FAFSA form is used to determine a student’s eligibility for fimancial aid
ineluding:

= Fadaral Pell Grants

= fedaral student loans

= state financial aid

# school financial aid

O Don't Recognize Raya?

I you baliewa this invitation was sent in error or don't want to participate, decline
the invitation.




FEdEFE;lEtl_..l_lf.l_Efnt.ﬂ!'lj FAFSA ~  cans & Grants Repayment

Login <

Email, Phone, or FS& ID Username

alcina.tram |

Frassward

| [T CRITERA TR o Pasramed ‘

Forgot My Lisemame el Wy Password

Create an Account

Help Me Log In to My Account

Loan Forghveness

FEdera | StUdentAid FAFSA ~ Loans & Grants ~ Repayment -~

Ap OFFICE of the U5, DEPARTMENT of EQUCATION

« FAFSA Homepage

Accept 2026-27 FAFSA® Invitation

Enter the code you received for the FAFSA form.

Invitation Code

‘ TBR4UTT ‘

Need to accept an invitation for a
different year?

Go to “My Activity” to find any existing
invitations for a previous year’s FAFSA
form.

Loan Forgiveness ~

Don't have an invitation code?

Speak with the person who invited you
to the form and ensure they have sent it
to your email. Check your inbox for your
Invitation code.

Q Login | Create Account




By Accepting This Invitation You Agree To Share Your
Information

We will need to use some personal information we already have on

file about you in order to fill out the necessary steps in this FAFSA®
form. Select “Continue” to accept this invitiation.

wmo ]
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