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The High School Relations Committee members look forward to beginning a new year and are ready and eager to begin preparations for assisting students and their parents in the financial aid process. We feel that we can open doorways to a better understanding of this process, as well as helping to relieve parents’ and students’ fears and concerns of how to pay for college. As basic living expenses continue to rise, we see more evidence of these worries expressed on a regular basis. If we can help them to gain a better understanding of what is involved in the process of applying for and receiving financial aid, and to know what their options are, then we help them to gain a sense of control over this very important aspect of their lives.

We anticipate a great year and are eager to begin setting our goals towards helping our Mississippi students and parents on the road to a better financial aid understanding. We are currently in the planning stages of preparing a newsletter to be mailed out to high school counselors within the state of Mississippi. Our hope is to have the first newsletter ready to send out prior to the Christmas break. We also anticipate providing the newsletters on a monthly basis, with some of the sections featuring similar information (such as timelines, pertinent information relative to the month, etc.), while other sections detail new tidbits. We want to entice them to read the newsletter and to remember the information as much as possible, so we want it to be interesting, clear, and concise.
Possible items under consideration for the newsletter:
· ACG/Smart Grant section

· Timeline for junior and senior high school students
· Scholarship Information section (Search and application tips, deadlines, etc.)
· FAFSA section (Web/Phone, completion tips, etc.)

· Tips on contacting and keeping in touch with colleges

· State Aid section (Web/Phone, deadlines, etc.)
· EFC section
· College preparation checklist
· College student profiles (those who would not have gone to college without financial aid)

· Financial aid myths section
Members of this committee include:
Brenda Carson (East MS Community College, Director)

Mary Jane Covington (MS Office of Student Financial Aid, Director)

Elizabeth Hall (Belhaven College, Student Financial Planning Counselor)

Linda Johnson (Meridian Community College, Financial Aid Specialist)
Vicki Manley (Education Services Foundation, College & Career Counselor)

Laura Young (Bancorpsouth, Student Loans)
