Hello MASFAA family. I do hope everyone is back in the swing of things after our long break in December. I trust everyone’s spring registration went smooth with no problems whatsoever!  Now it’s time to get down to business. As we focus on diversity this month, think about how cultural history has contributed to who we are today. Our nation has been through so many changes geographically as well as culturally. We all have our present because of those who pioneered before us. It would be selfish to think that we are who we are today merely by what we have accomplished in our own eyes. We should never cease to remember to appreciate and recall the sacrifices of many fathers, mothers, grandfathers and grandmothers who pursued a better life for their families. Many traveled from different parts of the world. The month of February is dedicated to African American history and culture. Today, I would like to share the story of one Mississippi native. 
Meet Bridget Mason. She was a woman who had dreams and hopes like so many of us today. She took pride in being who she was and worked to rise above unjust prejudices. In a time and place where the conveniences of life were not as prevalent as they are today, she was able to make a difference in the world and to those around her. 
Bridget “Biddy” Mason was born on August 15, 1818 in Hancock, Mississippi. She was raised as a slave on the John Smithson’s plantation. She had three daughters, Ellen, Ann and Harriet. She and her daughters traveled with the family that owned her to California.  Upon arriving, she petitioned the court and in 1856 won freedom for herself and for her three daughters. She then moved to Los Angeles and was one of the first black women to own land there. Her philanthropy led her to run her own nursery and food pantry. Here, she cared for others as a midwife and nurse for those less fortunate and destitute. She gave very generously to many charities and provided shelter and food for people of all races who were in need. The land she purchased is now in the heart of Los Angeles. She earned a very nice living making wise real estate decisions. History points to her as one of the founders of the First African Methodist Episcopal Church along with her son-in-law. This is considered to be L.A.’s first African American church. 
Thursday, November 16, 1989 was declared a Biddy Mason Day and a memorial of her achievements was unveiled at the Broadway Spring Center located between Spring Street and Broadway.
Thank you for sharing a moment in time with me during African American History month. 
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